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規定されている。同政令の第 3 条第 1 項におい
て，「すべての系統，段階，種別における各教
育単位は，宗教教育を提供する義務をもつ」と
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Islamic Learnings in Higher Education Institutions  
and Their Socio-cultural Context in Indonesia: 
A Focus on Secular National Universities
NAKATA Yuki
Secular higher education institutions in Indonesia accord Muslim students multiple opportunities to learn 
about Islam. The understanding of this recent tendency requires an examination of the socio-cultural context 
of Indonesia, including its legal system. This study therefore aims to probe the Islamic learnings that national 
universities in Indonesia impart for their Muslim students and their socio-cultural context.
        The investigation reveals that secular national universities in Indonesia offer their Muslim students 
the opportunity to learn: 1) how to read and recite the Qur’an as an extra-curricular module and 2) to discuss 
the associations between general knowledge, social issues, and religion through Islamic education 
incorporated into the university curricula. 
Two points are specifically identified as socio-cultural context of the above mentioned findings:
First, non-formal Quran schools and kindergarten using pedagogic material such as the Iqro textbook to 
teach students how to recite the Qur’an have been widely accepted in Indonesia since the 1990s. Indonesian 
Muslims have thus become aware that fundamental Islamic learning such as the reading and reciting of the 
Qur’an are essential for Muslim adults and Muslim children attending secular schools.
Second, the Higher Education Law and the National Education Law both stipulate that the acquisition of 
religious beliefs, appropriate morals, and desired ethical standards forms the predominant aspect of education 
in Indonesia. Therefore, in addition to the offering of extra-curricular Qur’an learning, universities have 
incorporated religious education into their compulsory curricula. However, such religious education do not 
impart a narrow understanding of religion to Muslim students; instead, they present a broad perspective 
through which learners can contemplate Islamic teachings. 
Through such religious learning opportunities, Muslim students are expected to learn the skills of the 
real world by respecting the morals and ethics of Islam and learning knowledge from various disciplines.
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